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The purpose of the Directive is to create awareness on noise. The European Noise Directive 
2002/49/EC has created new activities within Noise in the Environment: several 
manufacturers and research laboratories have focused on more accurate tools to estimate 
population exposure:  

- a new calculation method has been developed for more accurate noise mapping 
(Harmonoise & Imagine) 

- Bruel & Kjær has made a survey by visiting key customers in Europe to have a better 
understanding of the future needs created by the directive resulting in an integrated 
system for noise measurements and noise calculation. 

- GIS (Geographic Information System) tools have been developed for being able to 
treat large scale noise maps. 

 
It is a great opportunity for a community to benefit the use of these new techniques. 
Several city councils chose to fulfil the Directive using these new tools, and as a result will 
define action plans that in the long term will become a good investment. 
The paper will describe the basics of these new tools and some examples 
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