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The development of this policy is traced from its beginnings as a need expressed by the
community through to government endorsement as an official State policy. Early scoping
processes are described focusing on a list of stakeholder needs including the need to
account for background noise, cumulative impacts, land use planning principles, dose-
response relationships, meteorological effects and the need for regulatory certainty and
transparency.

Each step of the development is described with reasons for its inclusion. These include the
overall philosophy of the policy approach, the background noise surveys, consultation
processes, research and literature reviews, the philosophy of setting community protection
levels, the approach to establishing criteria, the mechanism for compliance and enforcement
and the State regulatory structure as a context to this work.

Particular features of the policy were in its guidelines on negotiation with a defined role for
the interested parties and the policy’s ability to be flexible, to respond to site specific
conditions and to produce achievable noise limits. Giving legal backing to the policy is the
licensing process which is also described.

A major new part of policy making described is the defined assessment of the effects of
temperature inversion and downwind propagation on noise levels and how this forms a part
of the criteria setting process.

The policy’s performance since its release in January 2000 is reviewed with an analysis of its
success to date.
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